
_ PO . BOX 501983 SAIPAN. MP 96950· (670) 233-3773/2 • FAX (670) 235-3740· www.saipanhotels.org 

HOTELASSOCIATION NORTHERN MARIANA ISlANDS 

October 7, 2008 

The Honorable George W. Bush 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Reference: Marianas Trench Marine Monument 

Dear President Bush: 

On behalf of the Hotel Association of the Northern Mariana Islands (HANMI) , I am 
writing as a representative of our tourism industry to express support for the proposed 
"Marianas Trench Marine Monument," to be located in the area of our northern-most 
islands of Farralon de Pajaros, Maug and Asuncion. 

In 1992, I had the pleasure of visiting this remote island location by helicopter, and since 
then have felt that this uniquely beautiful and unspoiled place deserves special 
consideration for its scientific significance. In the past year, we have learned that the 
concept of protecting a large body of water in our region is being considered. This would 
not only be beneficial to the health of oceans worldwide, but additionally, a project such 
as this would provide international publicity and image-enhancing opportunities for our 
islands as a world ecotourism site. 

Tourism is the number one industry in the Northern Marianas due to the tropical climate 
and exotic natural scenery, but unfortunately, our fragile industry has suffered due to the 
loss of vital air service and other world events. At our peak in 1997, we welcomed more 
than 700,000 tourists from Asia. Today arrivals are just over 400,000, as we struggle to 
revitalize and rebuild our industry. 

Now with the nearly total loss of our second main economic driver -- garment 
manufacturing -- tourism is the primary means to sustain our local economy. We hope 
that by establishing a marine monument in the Northern Marianas, we will not only 
contribute to making a difference through conservation, but also offer economic benefits 
to boost the local economy in promoting ecotourism. This will in turn provide new 
opportunities for education and help build global awareness of the need for 
environmental protection of our oceans for future generations. 



Honorable George W. Bush /2 

We humbly urge you to pursue your proposed marine monument project in the Northern 
Marianas. We believe there is a need to monitor and protect the waters surrounding our 
three northern-most islands. We also urge you to develop a visitor center on our capital 
island of Saipan that could give visitors and residents alike an opportunity to experience 
and learn about the valuable and mysterious secrets of the deepest ocean in the world: 
the Marianas Trench. 

It should be noted that these unique natural assets of the Marianas are currently 
inaccessible due to the great distance from our capital island of Saipan and the lack of 
affordable transportation. In short, except for rare visits by scientists, almost no one is 
monitoring or able to enjoy these islands at this time. 

Mr. President, your vision and leadership as a steward of the ocean enviromnent can 
make all the difference. 

As representative of the Hotel Association, and as an American citizen living in the 
Northern Marianas, I thank you for your kind consideration of these views. 

Sincerely, 


