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I am the President of an award winning environmental organization called Friends of the
Mariana Islands. We have been recognized by the Federal EPA and USDA for our
environmental stewardship. We have also been recognized for two vears in a row by local

Maria Lourdes Bansil . e b ] .
wditor environmental coalition Beautify CNMI! as Beautifv- CNMI! Steward Award winners.
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Salvador Sellabe Jr. Our organization is mainly a volunteer organization that participates in beach and road cleanups.

tree plantings. and draining clearings. but we are very concerned with issnes relating fo our
oceans. For example. since 2006 some of our volunteers have taken water samples in local
streams that drain into the ocean to help our local Division of Environmental Quality understand
the health of our ecosvstem.
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Our members are aware of a proposed project to designate the uninhabited northern most islands
of the Marianas and a portion of the Mariana Trench as a National Marine Monument.

Our organization supports this worthy goal and would hope that vour administration enter into
dialogue with our local leaders to bring this project to fruition.

Respectfully vours.
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