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Message from  
the Hon. Kevin Rudd,  
Prime Minister,  
to the 66th Commemorative 
Service for the Battle of  
the Coral Sea

 

PR I ME MI NI ST E R

CA N B E R R A

 
MESSAGE:  COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE FOR THE  

BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA 
 
 
Today we gather to remember the brave Australian and American 
service personnel who fought in the Battle of the Coral Sea.  They 
served so that we might live in peace and freedom.  
 
The Battle of the Coral Sea took place sixty-six years ago in May 1942.  It 
was the first major setback to the Japanese advance in the Pacific during 
the Second World War.  It was a fierce battle that changed the course of 
the War in the Pacific.  We recognise the important contribution of those 
who fought for the protection of Australia at a time of grave threat to 
our sovereignty and national security. 
 
Australians and Americans fought side by side in the Battle of the Coral 
Sea.  The bonds between our two nations pre-date that famous battle, 
but the War in the Pacific marked a dramatic and permanent 
strengthening of those ties.  The friendship, cooperation and mutual 
respect that were forged between our peoples in that time of war 
continue undiminished to this day and will endure and strengthen into 
the future. 
 
On this 66th Anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea, we honour those 
Australian and American service personnel whose courage, sacrifice 
and cooperation made victory possible.  Their valour and resilience 
shall not be forgotten. 
 

 
The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP 
Prime Minister of Australia 
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A joint letter  
to the Federal  
Environment Minister  
from environment NGOs

































        

       
      
    
      
      


    
     
    
    



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Known Shipwrecks  
in the Coral Sea  
1800-1950 

Name Type Date  
Wrecked

Where Wrecked

Cato Ship 1803/08/17 Porpoise Cay (Wreck Reef) 
(Coral Sea)

Yes

Porpoise, HMS Ship 1803/08/17 Porpoise Cay, Wreck Reef,  
Coral Sea

Yes

Amelia Brig 1816/01/17 Between Sydney and Java No

Frederick Ship 1818/08/01 Stanley I, (Bathurst Bay) (GBR) No

Echo Ship 1820/04/21 Wreck Reef (Coral Sea) No

Royal Charlotte Ship 1825/06/20 Frederick Reef, Coral Sea No

Sun Snow 1826/06/01 Easternfields Reef (Coral Sea) No

Venus Snow 1826/07/01 Alert Reef (=Lihou Reef) 
(Coral Sea)

No

Bona Vista Brig 1828/03/18 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Woodlark Brigantine 1828/04/18 Saumarez Reef (Coral Sea) No

Comet Brig 1829/04/30 South of Boot Reef (Coral Sea) No

Madeira Packet Schooner 1831/12/01 Bampton Reefs (Coral Sea) No

Montreal Barque 1841/01/01 Alert Reef (=Lihou Reef) 
(Coral Sea)

No

Clarence Brig 1844/06/09 Bampton Shoal (Horseshoe Reef)
(Coral Sea)

No

Lady Gray Brig 1844/09/06 Alert Reef (=Lihou Reef) 
(Coral Sea)

No

Elizabeth Schooner 1845/01/05 Bampton Reef (Coral Sea) No

Coringa Packet Barque 1845/05/08 Coringa Its (NE of Chilcott I/ 
Coral Sea)

Yes

Pocahontas – 1846/01/01 Bampton Shoal, Coral Sea No

Dundee 
Merchant

Schooner 1846/07/17 Chesterfield Group ? (Coral Sea) No

Canton Barque 1848/01/01 Between Sydney and Hong Kong No

Unidentified – 1849/01/01 Alert Reef (= Lihou Reef) No

Ceres Ship 1849/06/29 Osprey Reef (Coral Sea) No

Breeze Schooner 1849/07/01 Stewart Island  
(Chesterfield Group?)

No

Jenny Lind Barque 1850/09/21 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Name Type Date  
Wrecked

Where Wrecked

Elizabeth Brown Barque 1851/08/01 Between Sydney and India No

Thomas King Barque 1852/04/17 Cato Reef (Coral Sea) Yes

Dockenhuden Brig 1853/08/07 Cato Reef (Coral Sea) No

Jacoba Cornelia Barque 1854/01/01 Coral Sea No

Doelwijk Barque 1854/04/21 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Hester Ship 1854/04/21 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Mahaica Barque 1854/05/30 Wreck Reef (Coral Sea) Yes

Delta Ship 1854/05/30 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Thomasine Barque 1854/06/19 Holmes Reef, Coral Sea  
(16.29'S 149.05’E)

No

Maria Sophia Barque 1854/07/04 Coral Sea No

Grimeneza Barque 1854/07/04 Bampton Reefs (Coral Sea) No

Reindeer – 1855/09/26 Pocklington (Jones) Reef,  
Coral Sea

No

Duroc – 1856/08/13 Mellish Reef (Coral Sea) No

Lion Ship 1856/12/04 Wreck Reef (Coral Sea) No

Olivier Van 
Noort

Barque 1858/06/07 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Rodney Ship 1858/06/07 Kenn Reef (Coral Sea) No

Harp Brigantine 1861/06/14 Bird I (Wreck Reef)(Coral Sea) No

Hope Brig 1863/10/17 Bampton Shoal (Coral Sea) No

Sporting Lass Brig 1863/11/15 Bampton Shoal (Coral Sea) No

Cathay Barque 1866/07/19 Easternfields Reef (Coral Sea) No

Euromedha Barque 1869/10/02 Eastern edge of Bampton Reef, 
Coral Sea

No

Colleen Bawn Ketch 1870/01/01 Coral Sea No

James Shears Barque 1871/01/01 Bampton or Brampton Reef No

Leila M. Long Barque 1871/01/01 Lost between Newcastle and 
Manila

No

Lone Star Brigantine 1871/09/10 Wreck Reef (Whalebone Cay?) 
(Coral Sea)

Yes

Source: Australian National Shipwreck Database 
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/heritage/nsd/nsd_list.pl 

Found? Found?
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Name Type Date  
Wrecked

Where Wrecked

Illagong Schooner 1872/01/01 between Sydney and Torres Strait No

Alice Cameron Barque 1874/01/01 Between Newcastle and Manila No

Charles 
Auguste

Barque 1874/04/27 Easternfields Reef (Coral Sea) No

Burnside Barque 1875/04/01 between Newcastle and  
Hong Kong

No

Burton Stather Barque 1877/01/01 Between Sydney and China No

Bauda Barque 1877/05/21 Bampton Shoals No

Banda Barque 1877/05/21 Bampton Shoal (Coral Sea) No

Western Star Brig 1878/01/28 Bampton Reef (Coral Sea) No

Wolverine Brig 1879/01/08 Bird I (Wreck Reef)(Coral Sea) Yes

Noumea Schooner 1880/05/13 Saumarez Reef (Coral Sea) No

Annie Brigantine 1882/07/16 Bird I, Wreck Reef No

Io Schooner 1882/08/06 Wansfell/Marion Reefs (Coral Sea) No

Freya Steamship 1882/10/12 Osprey Reef (Coral Sea) No

Ceres Barque 1883/09/05 Bampton Reef (Coral Sea) No

Day Dawn Cutter 1884/01/30 off Bowen (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Thomas Day Ketch 1884/02/21 off Cooktown (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Kate Kearney Brigantine 1884/02/22 off Cooktown (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Alfred Vittery Schooner 1884/03/09 Kahn Reef? (Coral Sea) No

Pizarro Ship 1884/04/01 off Cooktown? (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Edith 
Carmichael

Barque 1884/08/20 Easternfields Reef (Coral Sea) No

George Gordon Ship 1884/09/11 Easternfields Reef (Coral Sea) No

John De Costa Ship 1885/07/18 off Cooktown (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Papua Steamship 1885/12/09 Osprey Reef (Coral Sea) No

Guichen Barque 1886/05/09 Wreck Reef (Coral Sea) No

Ettalong Schooner 1887/01/01 Mellish Reef (Coral Sea) No

Niagara Brig 1889/01/01 Between Newcastle and Noumea No

Name Type Date  
Wrecked

Where Wrecked

Niagara Brig 1889/01/01 Between Newcastle and Noumea No

Bona Fides Barque 1889/01/01 Easternfields (Coral Sea) No

Crinoline Schooner 1889/01/01 off Bowen (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Pacific Slope Barque 1889/03/01 Between Sydney and Shanghai No

Brazos Barque 1889/06/07 Bellona Shoal (Coral Sea) No

Ellen Rickmers Barque 1891/02/28 Coral Sea? No

Index Ketch 1891/10/01 off Port Douglas (GBR/Coral Sea?) No

Elisabeth Barque 1892/04/28 Lihou Reef (Coral Sea) No

Waireka Schooner 1892/05/27 Chesterfield reefs No

Jessie Brigantine 1893/01/17 Chesterfield Reef (Coral Sea) No

Eillan Donan Brigantine 1893/12/09 Chesterfield Reef (Coral Sea) No

Renard Schooner 1894/01/01 Between Brisbane and the 
Solomon Islands

No

Sarah S 
Ridgway

Barque 1895/01/18 Bellona Shoals (Coral Sea) No

Nornan Ship 1896/07/01 Easternfields (Coral Sea) No

Sisken Ketch 1896/10/30 Chesterfield Group No

Glenfinlas Ship 1897/09/10 Great Barrier Reef/Coral Sea? No

Queen Cristina Steamer 
screw 

1899/12/23 Lihou Reef (Coral Sea) No

Sybil Schooner 1902/02/01 In the Coral Sea No

Malekula – 1910/01/09 Bampton Reef (Coral Sea) No

Federal Schooner 1914/06/22 Turtle Group (Lihou?) No

Mindini Steamer 
screw 

1923/03/08 Mellish Reef (Coral Sea) No

Kensen Maru Steamship 1933/03/14 Bampton Reef No

Atlantic Motor 
Vessel

1939/06/11 Flinders Reef No

Atlas – 1945/01/01 Bougainville Reef No

Francis Preston 
Blair

Steamship 1945/07/15 Saumarez Reef (Coral Sea) Yes

Found? Found?
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